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Board approves bond proposition for February 2016 to address aging facilities and overcrowding  
The Lake Stevens School District Board of Directors unanimously approved a resolution for a bond proposition at its Oct. 
28 meeting.  

"This is a bold step that sets a clear path and direction for our district. It's not something the board takes lightly," said 
Kevin Plemel, Board President. "The approval of this bond will provide our students with facilities that reflect the great 
teaching and learning that happens daily in our schools. On behalf of the Board of Directors, I want to thank our 
Facilities Master Planning Committee and those families, staff, students and community members who participated in 
the research process and provided feedback. Your input was integral in our decision to bring this bond to Lake Stevens 
voters." 

On Tuesday, Feb. 9, 2016, Lake Stevens voters will consider a $116 million school construction bond that will allow the 
school district to: 

• Build a new elementary school and an Early Learning Center, the P-5 Campus, on district-owned land off of Lake 
Drive; 

• Replace and expand selected buildings at Lake Stevens High School to construct new learning spaces for general 
education, Special Education, music and athletics; improvements to the swimming pool; upgrades to campus 
security; replacement of heating, ventilation, roofing and electrical systems; and improvements to student 
parking and bus loading areas;  

• Make districtwide improvements to school safety and security, including entrances, video surveillance, 
intercoms and door access controls; and 

• Make districtwide health, safety, security, educational and infrastructure improvements, including—HVAC 
systems and roofs throughout the district; system replacements at Glenwood and Skyline Elementary Schools; 
and track replacements at Lake Stevens and North Lake Middle Schools and Lake Stevens High School.  

The board made its decision based on a yearlong study completed by the Facilities Master Planning Advisory Committee 
(FMPAC), made up of parents, staff, students and community members. The committee thoroughly reviewed each 
facility’s Building Condition Assessment, which ranks the facility’s structure, systems and safety components. Those 
areas that were rated poor or unsatisfactory were significantly factored into the committee’s recommendations. The 
FMPAC presented its recommendations to the board in March. 

The board needed more information before moving forward, and convened a technical committee to continue research. 
The technical committee considered student demographics, educational program needs and information from City and 
County planners regarding economic development plans. 

Before deciding on the projects and approving the bond resolution, the board studied the feedback from two 
comprehensive parent/community surveys to better understand the needs and concerns of the community. 
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“Our board was very interested in obtaining input from our parents, staff, students and community members on the 
proposed projects,” said Dr. Amy Beth Cook, Superintendent. “This feedback was integral in the decision making 
process, and was very favorable towards doing as much as we can to maximize taxpayer dollars to get the biggest impact 
for students. 

Additional project information 

P-5 Campus 
The district’s six elementary schools were designed to house 550 students. Currently, they house an average of 660 
students, with Hillcrest serving more than 790 students and Sunnycrest serving more than 750 students. All elementary 
schools are at the maximum capacity for portable classrooms. Elementary student growth is expected to increase within 
the next 10 years. The new elementary school will help alleviate elementary overcrowding throughout the district. 

Our Early Learning Center currently serves 180 students in two programs—The Early Childhood Education and Assistance 
Program, or ECEAP, and the Developmental Preschool Program. Research has shown that the early years in a child’s life 
represent a critically important window of opportunity to develop a child’s full potential that determines a child’s 
success in school and in life.  
 
ECEAP is a comprehensive preschool program, funded by the State of Washington, that provides education, family 
support and parental involvement and child health and nutrition services for students and their families. ECEAP serves 
three- and four-year-olds from low income families, or with developmental or environmental risk factors that could 
interfere with school success. Research shows that programs like ECEAP save states and communities money by 
reducing the need for remedial services in schools, social services and criminal justice. With a larger space, we would be 
able to accommodate additional qualified families.   
 
The developmental preschool program supports developmentally disabled students. These students benefit from 
instruction by certified special education teachers, speech therapists, occupational and physical therapists and 
audiologists. There are no income requirements to attend the developmental preschool program, and students are 
served based on ChildFind evaluation. 
 
Both programs create a strong foundation for future success in school and help support family engagement. 
 
Lake Stevens High School 
Lake Stevens High School was built in 1979 and is 36-years-old. Some additions and modernizations were made in 1995 
and 2007, but building condition studies show several systems are failing and in need of replacement: 

• Classrooms are too small to adequately support students and instruction.  
• The open style campus poses safety and security risks for students and staff.  
• Restrooms are deteriorating and fixtures and finishes have exceeded their useful life.  
• The high school has an abundance of portable classrooms that are aging and do not provide a comfortable 

learning space for students.  
• The special education program does not have the space and facilities needed to support its unique student 

population.  
• Participation in the high school’s music program has quadrupled over the last 10 years. Students cannot fit into 

music classrooms, storage is extremely limited and the lack of adequate ventilation makes it difficult to learn. 
• The high school’s gymnasium isn’t large enough for all of its students, making PE classes, assemblies and 

community events extremely challenging. Locker rooms and PE instructional spaces are not meeting the needs 
of students.  

• The high school’s swimming pool is aging and in need of repairs. Mechanical systems are failing and are costly to 
maintain and repair. Locker rooms and instructional spaces do not meet the needs of students, athletes and 
community members.  



 
 

“These projects are critically important to the continued success of our district,” said Cook. “I’m so proud of our 
students, who are achieving and graduating at record numbers. They deserve safe, uncrowded facilities that enhance 
their learning. I appreciate the support and levels of engagement our community has shown thus far. I look forward to a 
continued partnership for the benefit of our students.” 

To learn more about these projects, including tax rates, visit the district website at www.lkstevens.wednet.edu.  

Community members are encouraged to visit these facilities as part of our fall School Tour on Tuesday, Nov. 17 at 8:30 
a.m. at the Educational Service Center, 12309 22nd St NE. The tour will visit Lake Stevens High School, the Early Learning 
Center and Hillcrest Elementary School. Lunch and transportation will be provided. To learn more, or to RSVP, visit the 
district website, or call 425-335-1668.  
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